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Round 1 Review
General and Detailed Comments
The topics of this paper [1] are interesting, though well
known.

The structure and content must be revised, and results have
to be better explained by authors before being reconsidered
for publication.

Title has to be shorter.
Abstract has to clarify the goal, sample, results, and health

and social implications to cope with the next pandemics to
improve health care.

Introduction is poor and has to better clarify the research
questions of this study and provide more theoretical back-
ground about strategies of prevention and good governance
to cope with the pandemic crisis. After that they can focus
on the topics of this study to provide a correct analysis for
fruitful discussion (see suggested readings that must be all
read and used in the text).

Methods of this study are not clear. The section of
Materials and Methods must be restructured with the
following 3 points in the same order:

• Sample and data

• Measures of variables
• Models and data analysis procedure

Results: It is not clear why authors apply a Mann-Whitney
test, considering the large sample it is better to apply an
independent sample t test, or some other parametric test. This
additional test can support better results if they are reliable.
Table 1: avoid acronyms; specify ICU as intensive care unit.
Same comments for Figure 2.

Discussion: first, authors have to synthesize the main
results in a simple table to be clear for readers and then show
what this study adds compared to other studies. In addition,
authors should discuss the type of mechanical ventilation,
because studies show that invasive ventilation (intubation)
creates VAP (ventilator-associated pneumonia), and a lot
of people intubated for COVID-19 died from this problem
rather than COVID-19. Countries that have reduced mortality,
such as Germany and New Zealand, used mainly noninvasive
ventilation, which can better treat patients and avoid mortality
with new technology. See suggested papers.

Conclusion has to be added as an autonomous section.
Conclusion not to be a summary, but authors have to focus
on manifold limitations of this study and provide suggestions
for health, crisis management, and social policy, as well as
how nations can prevent, with good governance and new
technology in artificial ventilation, the next pandemics and
improve health care with vaccination, noninvasive ventilation,
and nonpharmaceutical measures of control. In this manner
the paper can provide useful policy implications for Greece
and improve health care for the next pandemics.
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Overall, then, the paper is interesting. The theoretical
framework is weak, and some results create confusion...the
structure of the paper has to be improved; study design,
discussion, and presentation of results have to be clarified
using the suggested comments.

I strongly suggest improving the paper by using all
comments (suggested papers that are included to all be read
and used) that I will verify in-depth, and maybe it can be
considered. If the paper is not improved as suggested it will
be dismissed.
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